
Q: What’s this bug?

A: I don’t know, but I know someone who does.

First Cotinis nitida L.
(Green June Beetle) in Rhode Island



Q: I want to know if invasive beetles are harming wild lilies.
Where can I find some to check?

A: I don’t know, but I know someone who does.

BioBlitz 2005 Mt. Hope Farm, Bristol



Q: Do we need to research barberry control methods
or has someone done that already?

A: I don’t know, but I know someone who does.

Barberry



Database for Indexing Information

470      RI Heritage Species 1315        4200               1339                1900       
369      GCN (CWCS) Species 425          567                 274  372
10,500 Species 25,000     33,000            49,000           

Vouchers      Lit. Refs.* Obs. Mapped Occs

470 Heritage Species + 56 Heritage Communities = 526 Heritage Elements

Evidentiary Records

* Reference database contains approx. 10,000 sources.
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The number and status of listed species varies from year to year

Data on number and conservation status of plant species listed in “Rare Plants of Rhode Island”, RINHP, 2002
(Note: the numbers don’t tally from one table to another because some species have more than one status.)

federal endangered = nc
federal threatened = nc

state endangered = +14
state threatened = -4

state concern = nc
state historical = +13

TOTAL listed plants = +22

added = 28
removed = 10

promoted = 23
demoted = 13

TOTAL changes = 74

Changes in listed plant species
between 1997 and 2005:



© 2007 Rhode Island Natural History Survey

= “Blob Map” polygons
Est. rare species habitats
(s44nrs97.zip from RIGIS:
www.edc.uri.edu/rigis/)

= BORIIS record of rare species
outside of “blobs”

Statewide Rare Species Data Layer

• Created in 1997 from RINHP sources
• An innovative attempt to identify natural 

resource hot spots using estimated rare 
species habitats 

• Contains 362 polygons
• Needs to be kept up

© 2007 Rhode Island Natural History Survey; background layers, RIGIS (www.edc.uri.edu/rigis/)

Active Biodiversity Data Management















• Density of Recent 
(observed since 
1970) Rare 
Species 
Populations 



Number of years a Heritage 
species population has 
gone un-reconfirmed

© Rhode Island Natural History Survey



+

Gap Analysis based 
on Rare Species Habitat “Quality”

= Conservation Priorities





Massachusetts Heritage: Biomap

http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/BIOMAP/viewer.htm



http://nhp.nris.state.mt.us/Tracker/

Montana Natural Heritage Tracker



http://www.conservationregistry.org/

Conservation RegistryConservation Registry
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Opportunities

• Coordinate Among Private, Public/Profit/Non-Profit
Academic/Agency

•Coordinate among states regionally/nationally

•Regional Contacts

•Historical Biological Data

•Find Scientific Expertise 

•Current Situational Awareness
(Synoptic View)

•Logistical Capacity 

•Standardize Inventory & Monitoring
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