Assessing Your Trail-
Is it Built to Last?

Trail Stewardship Director

Connecticut Forest & Park
Association




» Before You Begin...
|« Building Your Trail
» Sighage & Navigation

 Water is the Enemy

e Maintenance &
Assessment




- Before You Begin...




Planning

* Property Constraints

e Grade & Water
Constraints

e Who 1s Your User?
* Highlights
* Access/Parking

* Stewardship &
Maintenance

* Existing Management
Issues




Optimal Trailhead-
Drainage Easement

Glacier
Erratics
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Trail Design: Rules of Thumb

* 10% Rule
(rise/run)
* Half-Rule
(full grade ~ 2)
* Outslope (5%)







Figure 1. Control Points
(Imace courTESsY oF THE SCA)
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» Building Your Trail
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TYPICAL CROSS SECTIONS
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Blue-Blazed
Hiking Trail
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Green Fall Pond
Trails







 Water is the Enemy
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Seasonal

Evaluation

Walk-thrus
Monitor Wet Areas
Re-stock Info
Work parties

Trails Trainings

Annual Assessment



Common

Oversights
Poor Layout

Inadequate Signage
& Blazing

Access & Visitor
Management

Half-Baked Bench
User group?
Temporary Fix
Old Roads
Accessibility


















