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WHY THE LAND TRUST 
PURCHASES PROPERTY 



Does it fit  ? 







Where does this property fit into 
your overall plan? 

� Do you have a greenway plan? 
� Do you have a build out plan? 
� Is it in the comprehensive plan? 
� Is it consistent with your acquisition 

criteria? 
� Why did you want this property? 
� Is in a Priority Location? 
� Is there a Public Benefit? 



PROTECTION 







WILDLIFE 





PRESERVATION 





AGRICULTURE 









RECREATION 









HABITAT RESTORATION 





SCENIC VISTA 









How Does the Land Trust  
Acquire Property ? 

• Request by Landowner. 
 

• Referral by Town, State, Nature 
Conservancy, Audubon, Farm 
Service Agency. 

 

• High interest to Land Trust: in 
holding or abutting property. 
 

• Donation 



How to Make that First Contact 

• Do you know anybody in the area that 
might know the person that owns the 
property you want? 

• Do you have a common interest? 
• Are they a member of any organization 

you are affiliated with? 
• Find a common ground 



Preparation for Visit 

• Research  
� Find out as much as you can about the 

property 
� Locate any maps: GIS, Google Earth, old 

surveys, abutting property surveys, old 
appraisals, tax assessor  

� Bring a mutual friend, another member of 
the Land Trust, (Check with owner) 



The Visit 
� LISTEN,LISTEN, LISTEN 

� Find out what the Landowner wants to do 
� Sell, donate, Conservation Easement, life tenancy 

� Doesn’t fit help out anyway  
� Suggest other alternatives, Farm, Forest, Open 

Space, other organizations 
� Remember: 

� Be respectful  
� Be helpful 

� Tax Benefits: But don’t give legal or tax advice, 
    leave that to the professionals. 



The Follow up 
• Thank you note 
 

• Write out visit summary 
 

• Complete and File criteria 
scoring sheet and other 
information 

   (years from it may come back) 
 



Scoring criteria sheet 



PROPERTY EVALUATION 

• Locate funding 
• Write out how it fits to your plan 
• How does it fit the Comprehensive Plan 
• Development plans for property 
• Prepare for presentation to Town 

Council or Land Trust Board  
 



PROPERTY EVALUATION 
• Collect information 
– GIS Overlays 
– Ground Boundary Survey 
– Environmental Survey 
– Species Inventory 
– Specialized Survey (Forest 

Inventory) 
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PURCHASE PROCESS 

• Obtain Appraisal  
– Qualified Appraiser 
–Met Funders Standards 

• Negotiations with Landowner(s) 
–More than one 
– Family 

• Purchase and Sales Agreement 
– Includes contingences 

 



MORE IN THE  
PURCHASE PROCESS 

• Environmental Assessment 
• Property Survey(inspection of 

survey) 
• Title search (insurance) 
• Funding, Grant Application(s) 
• Draft Conservation Easement 



The Closing 

• PAY OUT 
• Have a celebration 
– Check with the landowner  
–Media event 

• Award ceremony 

 







PROPERTY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 – SOME ESSENTIALS 

 
1. General overview 
2. History of the site 
3. Site resources/conservation values 
4. Goals of the plan 
5. Management activities 
6. Plan for large scale stewardship 

projects 
7. Habitat inventory/Maps 

 



BASELINE DOCUMENTATION 
 1. General identifying information 

2. Photographs with accompanying 
numbered list, descriptions and map  
(usually a smaller copy of the survey) 

3. List of plants, wildlife, habitat 
(BIOBLITZ) 

4. Conservation values of the  property 
5. Maps - aerial, soil, topographic 
6. List of special features (e.g., stone 

walls, vernal pools) 
 





POST CLOSING 
• DOCUMENT RECORDING 
– DEED  
–Maps 

• Stewardship and Enforcement 
• Perpetuity / Permanence 

–Management plans:  maintenance, resource 
mgt., safety, trespassing, ongoing 
expenses, tax forms, insurance, public 
access, etc.   
–Stewardship financing ? 
–Records Policy and Recordkeeping 
–Annual Monitoring  (who and how?) 



PLEASE  SIGN  UP  ON  THE  
SIGN  IN  SHEET  AND  WE  

WILL SEND  YOU  HANDOUTS  
AND OTHER  REQUESTED 

INFORMATION 
ELECTRONICALLY 

THANK  YOU 



CONTACT INFORMATION 
TRISH SYLVESTER 
TIVERTON LAND TRUST 
PO Box 167 
Tiverton, RI 02878 
tivertonlandtrust.org  
 

BRUCE PAYTON 
GLOCESTER LAND TRUST 
1145 PUTNAM PIKE 
Chepachet, RI 02814 
glocesterlandtrust.org 
 


