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• Nationally competitive
• $1.9 Million from HUD over three 

years
• Regional Plan for Sustainable 

Development

Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant 

DIVISION OF PLANNING 
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INTEGRATED PLACE BASED 
APPROACH

Regional Plan for Sustainable Development 

Transportation Water Land Use 
Economic 

Development Housing 
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Project 
Timeline

Year 1 Community engagement and RFP development 

Year 2 Development of plans, public participation and   
capacity building 

Year 3 Plan adoption, capacity-building and  
implementation 
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• Regional Forums 
(4)

• Workshops (19)
• Focus Groups (8)

Public Engagement 

Interviews (20+) 
Online Tools 
Meetings in a Box (20+) 

DIVISION OF PLANNING 



Housing 

DIVISION OF PLANNING 



Emerging Themes

Neighborhoods

Expanding 
Housing 
Options

Affordability

Healthy Homes

Building and 
Fire Codes

Housing for 
Elders

Connection to 
Economy

Homelessness

DIVISION OF PLANNING 

Effective, 
Efficient 
Policies



Economic 
Development

Matt Ducke 
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Public Feedback

Grow our own economy 

Place based: what works in urban areas vs. rural areas? 

Housing brings jobs 

Taxes and regulations 

Education and training 
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Growth 
Centers 
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HOW TO LOCATE GROWTH 
CENTERS? 

Green 
Asset

Mapping

Economic 
Asset

Mapping

Public 
Input
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What do we want to measure?

Implementati
on of Plan 
Strategies

Performance 
Measures
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Progress on 
Plan Goals

Indicators of 
Sustainable, 

Equitable 
Development



Performance Data Should Be…
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• Agreement among stakeholders

Meaningful 

• Free
• Updated semi-regularly 
• Available at appropriate scale

Manageable 

• A platform for reporting results in plain 
language 

Accessible 

• Help planners and implementers learn

Actionable 



Green Asset 
Inventory

Scott Millar
RI DEM



What are Rhode Island’s Green Assets? 
 
 
 

Recreation Cultural and Historic Resources Forests 

Farmland Water Resources Habitat 













ECOLOGICAL LAND UNITS ECOLOGICAL LAND UNITS 









Core Areas 

Corridors 

Sites 













CULTURAL/HISTORICAL 





Next Steps 

• Continue to get  input on the inventory

• Update inventory

• Maps available via RhodeMapri.org







 
 

Great Places 
 
Rhode Island is blessed with 
great places to live, work, 
shop and play. 
  
The RhodeMap process will 
help cities and towns 
identify the best areas for 
redevelop-ment and 
revitalization, while 
protecting the natural and 
cultural assets that support 
economic opportunity and a 
rich quality of life for all 
residents. 



Environmental 
Protection

Social Equity 

Economic 
Vitality

Sustainability 

Planning for Balanced 
Growth, Conservation 
and Equity 



Green Assets 

Social Assets 

Economic Assets 

Sustainable 
Centers 

 Biodiversity 
 Water Supply 
 Farmland 
 Working Forests 
 Cultural & Historic 
 Recreation 

 Community Facilities 
Social Services

 Public transportation 
 Residential Land Uses 
 Equity/Opportunity 
 

Land Use 
Transportation 
Water Supply 
Wastewater 
Power & Communications 
 
 

Mapping Social, Economic and Green Assets 





Green Assets 

Regional Natural, 
Cultural, 
Recreational and 
Agricultural Systems 

Regional Green 
Networks 

Development 
Suitability 

Regional 
Centers 

Draft Statewide 
Centers Strategy 

Final Statewide 
Centers Strategy 

Growth Centers Planning Process 

September Working Group Meetings: 

October Working Group Meetings: 

On-line Review and 
Local Weighting  

On-line Review  

November Working Group Meetings: 

January Working Group Meetings: 

On-line Review  

State-Level Review  

Economic 
Infrastructure 

Social 
Assets 



From mapping Green Assets to understanding Green Systems 
 
 

Recreational Systems Cultural and Historic Landscapes 

Working Forests Farmland Water Supplies Biodiversity 

Natural Systems Working Landscapes 



What’s likely to happen to these assets in the future?



Overall Growth 
will likely be 
slow, but Sprawl 
is encoded in the 
state’s 
regulatory DNA 
 
 



Single-use zoning remains 
the most common 
approach. 















Social Assets 
 
 



Economic 
Assets 
 
 



What makes great places work for Rhode Island? 



What choices do we have? 



What are some alternatives for the future? 











The Game 
Board 
 
 







CENTER TYPES + TOD













Growth Centers Designation Criteria

1)Protect and enhance natural resources.
2)Protect and enhance cultural resources.
3)Protect and enhance working landscapes.
4)Provide access to recreation sites and trail systems.
5)Build on existing economic assets.
6)Build on existing social assets.
7)Avoid highly constrained areas.
8)Avoid hazardous areas.





Growth Centers Design & Performance Criteria

1)Protect natural and cultural resources.
2)Provide for recreation.
3)Environmental performance.
4)Community Design and collaboration.
5)Support of existing facilities and community services.
6)Transportation choice and accessibility.
7)Housing choice and affordability.
8)Economic development.





The Growth Centers Toolkit 
 
 Green Assets Mapping: What areas should be protected? 
 
 Development Suitability and Hazards mapping: What areas 

should be avoided? 
 
 Social Assets/Opportunity Mapping: What areas best serve 

all Rhode Island residents? 
 
 Economic Assets Mapping: What areas are most easily 

served by highways, public transit, sewer and water 
systems, and other infrastructure? 
 
 Growth Center Typology:  How to plan for Growth Centers 

that fit rural, suburban and urban sites? 
 
 Designation Criteria and Performance Standards 
 
 Regulatory Guidance 

 



What’s Next?
February – 

March 2014 

April 2014 

Identification of Strategies 

Public Engagement Events: Round 2 
Testing strategies and recommendations 

Initial recommendations and vetting 
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April – May 
2014 

Draft Housing and Econ. Dev. Plans 
To Consortium and State Planning Council 

March 2014-
Feb 2015 

Performance Measures, Capacity Building 
Join our efforts to build capacity to implement 
our plans and measure their success 

Summer/Fall 2014 Implementation Program, Growth Centers 
The who, how, and when for priority strategies 



For More 
Information:www.rhodemapri.or
g  Jeff Davis, AICP 

 Supervising Planner 
 222-4718 or   
 jeff.davis@doa.ri.gov 
 
 Siobhan O’Kane 
 Principal Planner 
 222-2177 or 
 siobhan.okane@doa.ri.gov 
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@rhodemapri 


