
FINANCING 
STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT

THE WEST WARWICK JOURNEY



FUNDING THE STUDIES

• RIDEM

• NEIWPCC (NEW ENGLAND INTERSTATE WATER 

POLLUTION CONTROL COMMISSION)





AREAS OF CHRONIC FLOODING CONSIDERED IN 
STUDY

THE AREAS SHOWN IN THE MAP BELOW WERE 
IDENTIFIED BY TOWN STAFF AS AREAS OF 
CHRONIC AND SIGNIFICANT FLOODING. 



FUNDING FOR STORMWATER MANAGEMENT IS A 

SMALL PART OF WEST WARWICK’S PUBLIC WORKS 

BUDGET AND, LIKE MOST NEW ENGLAND TOWNS, IS 

INADEQUATE TO MEET THE NEEDS OF COMPETING 

DEMANDS. A STORMWATER UTILITY CREATES A 

DEDICATED SOURCE AND PREDICTABLE LEVEL OF 

FUNDING.



TRADITIONAL FUNDING FOR 
INFRASTRUCTURE



APPROACH

TO ADDRESS THESE ISSUES THE TOWN 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF A STORMWATER

UTILITY AND IMPLEMENTATION OF A CAPITAL 

INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT PLAN. THE 

PROJECT ALSO INCLUDES A SIGNIFICANT PUBLIC 

INVOLVEMENT PROCESS.



A MORE EQUITABLE SOLUTION



OUTCOME

THIS PROJECT IS ONGOING AND 

INFRASTRUCTURE CONSTRUCTION IS 

PENDING. THE TOWN PLANS TO PROPOSE A 

$55/YEAR/ERU FEE, WHICH WILL BE USED 

TO FUND $4 MILLION IN CAPITAL PROJECTS 

AND GENERATE AN OPERATIONS BUDGET 

$570 THOUSAND PER YEAR.



Next Steps:

• Public Outreach 

Campaign

• Draft Ordinance

• Vote of the Council



QUESTIONS?

FRED PRESLEY

FPRESLEY@WESTWARWICKRI.ORG


