
An Introduction to 
Community Engagement: 
Guidelines for Excellence

Community Engagement: Building Transformational 
Partnerships Through Environmental Education



Session Purpose
● Become familiar with 

Community Engagement 
Guidelines and EE 
applications

● Explore “Key 
Characteristics” and tools 
to enhance our work

● Network and learn from 
each other



+
Five-Year Cooperative Agreement 

This presentation was developed under Assistant Agreement No. NT-83695801-0 awarded by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). It has not been formally 
reviewed by EPA. The views expressed are solely those of (name of recipient) and EPA does not endorse any products or commercial services mentioned. 



Community Engagement:
Guidelines for Excellence…

…the newest 
member of the 
Guidelines for 
Excellence Series



National Project for Excellence in 
Environmental Education



Developed Guidelines
through a public 
participatory process

Engaging educators in a 
deep discussion about 
quality environmental 
education practice

Building EE as a 
profession

Collective Wisdom



These guidelines  are all about…

Working 
with 
communities



They focus on:

• environment
• sustainability
• resilience
• community well-being 



Key Characteristics



Key Characteristics

1. Community Centered
2. Based on Sound Environmental 

Education Principles
3. Collaborative and Inclusive
4. Oriented Toward Capacity 

Building and Civic Action
5. A Long-Term Investment in 

Change pg. 
17



Key Characteristics

1. Community Centered

2. Based on Sound EE Principles
3. Collaborative and Inclusive
4. Oriented Toward Capacity Building & Civic Action
5. A Long-Term Investment in Change

Anchoring environmental aims within the 
context of community interests, issues, and 
capacities, puts the community at the heart 
of environmental education.
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Key Characteristics

1. Community Centered

2. Based on Sound EE Principles

3. Collaborative and Inclusive

4. Oriented Toward Capacity Building & Civic 
Action

5. A Long-Term Investment in Change

EE engages communities in ways that 
rely on established principles and 
proven practices of the field.
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Key Characteristics

1. Community Centered
2. Based on Sound EE Principles

3. Collaborative and Inclusive

4. Oriented Toward Capacity Building & Civic Action
5. A Long-Term Investment in Change

EE works in collaborative and inclusive 
relationships, partnerships, and coalitions.
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38



Key Characteristics

1. Community Centered
2. Based on Sound EE Principles
3. Collaborative and Inclusive

4. Oriented Toward Capacity 
Building & Civic Action

5. A Long-Term Investment in Change

EE supports capacity building for ongoing 
civic engagement in community life, 
contributing to long-term community well-
being, sustainability, and resilience.
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Key Characteristics

1. Community Centered

2. Based on Sound EE Principles

3. Collaborative and Inclusive

4. Oriented Toward Capacity Building & Civic 

Action

5. A Long-Term Investment in Change

Working in communities to create change is 
typically a long-term initiative, requiring a 
commitment to relationship building and in 
ongoing and evolving process of 
engagement.
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Supporting Resources

pg. 
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Questions and Feedback

Excuse me! I have
a question!!



Thank you!


