
Updating the RI SCORP
Outdoor Recreation in Your Community



Organization of this 
Session

• Begin with a Brief Review of:

• Need for the SCORP

• How the SCORP fits into the context of the 
State Guide Plan

• Our public involvement process

• Writing of the SCORP

• How you can get involved

• Questions and Answers



Our Presenters Include

• Michelle Sheehan, 
RIDEM 

• Jim Riordan, Weston & 
Sampson



The Need for the SCORP



RI Statewide Comprehensive 
Outdoor Recreation Plan

To outline a vision for the 
future parks, recreation and 
open space system, based 
upon community needs and 
priorities, changing 
demographics and changes in 
the community including 
impacts associated with 
climate change and emerging 
recreation trends



SCORP serves three 
main purposes

1) 5 year plan for use of Land and Water 
Conservation Fund. National Park Service

2) State Guide Plan element – long range outdoor 
recreation plan. RI Division of Planning

3) Guides DEM’s Outdoor Recreation Grant 
program. DEM

a. Also serves as the State Recreational Trails Plan



Sets long-range policy for the State

Means to evaluate and coordinate projects of 
state importance

Sets goals & polices for community 
comprehensive plans

Serve as a general sources of background 
information on the topic

USE OF THE SCORP AS A STATE GUIDE PLAN ELEMENT



Outdoor Recreation Grant Program

• SCORP provides guidance for our RI Outdoor 
Recreation Grants

• Distributed $14 million to municipalities 
since 2014. Another $5m in 2020 is 
anticipated

• The SCORP outlines the scoring criteria that 
will be use to score applications – criteria will 
reflect the goals and policies in the SCORP



Recreational Trails Program

• Program is in flux due to new Federal 
Highway Rules

• New calendar of funding rounds – every 
other year

• Projects must be completed within 12 
months

• Anticipated application round this fall



How does the SCORP impact 
me?
Sets priorities for funding recreation improvements and additions

Informs state and local project decision-making – where do you want us to spend state and federal $$ ??

Chase Farm, Lincoln Salty Brine State Beach, Narragansett

Central Avenue Park, E. Providence Calf Pasture Bike Path, North KingstownJoslin Spray Park, Providence



Recent SCORP history –
lead up to the 2019-2023 SCORP

Full SCORP

1992

Full SCORP

Statistically significant survey

2003

Update of the 2003 plan

2008

Interim plan

2016

Governor’s Outdoor Recreation 
Council Report

2016





RI State Parks Organizational Management and Operations Study



SCORP Timeline

Public outreach

Oct.–Dec. 2018

Draft SCORP for public comment

Apr. 2019

State Planning Council approval

June 2019

Submit to National Park Service

July 2019

Final SCORP

Sep. 2019



Working Group

• Department of Environmental Management

• Division of Planning at Department of 
Administration

• With technical assistance from:



Advisory Committee

• DEM

• DOH

• DOA

• Parks & Recreation Directors

• Rivers Council 

• Municipal Planner

• Save The Bay 

• The Nature Conservancy 

• RI Audubon Society

• RI Saltwater Anglers Assoc. 

• RI Bicycle Coalition 

• REI

• RI Canoe and Kayak Association 

• YMCA Greater Providence 

• Johnson & Wales University

• Progresso Latino



Public Involvement



Public Input



OUTREACH 
PLAN

Project

Website

Online Survey 
Map/Static 

Story Map

Roundtable

Discussions

Surveys

• Recreation Directors

• General Public

Interviews Public Meetings



SCORP Website 

SHARE YOUR IDEAS

at 
www.dem.ri.gov/scorp



Online Survey Map
What is working
What could be improved
What’s missing
Go to www.dem.ri.gov/scorp

http://www.dem.ri.gov/scorp


Roundtable Discussions

• Hunting/Fishing

• Trails/ATV/Mountain Biking

• Health

• Camping/Winter Recreation (Ice-Skating, Cross-Country Skiing, Skiing, 
Snowboarding, Snowmobiling, etc.)

• Boating/Paddling/Freshwater or Shoreline Access, Beach or Pool Access, 
Swimming

• Biking (Dedicated Bike Paths/Lanes, Signed-Shared Roadways)

• Parks/Playgrounds (Skate Parks, Splash/Spray Parks)

• Access to Outdoor Recreation (ADA/Universal Access, Evening/Night-time 
Access)

• General Recreation (3)



Key Findings

• What’s Working

• Camping

• Trails

• Beaches

• Access to the shore

• What could be improved

• Need for more effective communication about 
assets/amenities

• Need for more information/signage at sites 

• Better coordination between user groups and DEM



Key Findings (continued)

• What’s missing

• Dedicated ATV sites

• User groups want to work more closely with DEM on 
trail maintenance

• Historic context integration at sites

• Outfitters to get folks on waterways

• Incentives for RI residents to access assets/amenities 
over tourists 

• General education of the public around 
regulations/enforcement

• Swim lessons as a gap across the state 



Drafting the 
SCORP



What Informs 
the SCORP?
• Focus groups

• Public survey data

• SCORP Advisory and Workgroup

• Earlier SCORPs

• Technical studies on demand and 
need

• State Guide Plan and National Park 
Service requirements

• Our professional understanding



How will the 
SCORP be Used?
• Provides a unifying vision for 

outdoor recreation in RI

• Helps to direct state priorities, e.g., 
funding programs

• As an element of the State Guide 
Plan it guides state and local policy



Identifying Vision 
& Goals



Facilitated Process

• Brainstorming and 
Cardstorming

• SWOT Analysis

• Carousel Workgroups

• Action Planning



Vision
Rhode Island welcomes and 
inspires residents and visitors to 
enjoy our iconic and connected 
outdoor recreation network with 
diverse opportunities across a 
variety of geographies. The 
recreation network ensures 
inclusive opportunities that 
inspire a culture of stewardship, 
wellbeing and shared resources.



Goals

• Strengthen, expand and promote the statewide 
recreation network while protecting natural and 
cultural resources as well as adapting to a 
changing environment.

• Invest in new and improved opportunities for 
outdoor recreation to meet the public’s needs,  
promote wellness and create economic benefits.

• Ensure sustainable operation, maintenance and 
management of the statewide outdoor recreation 
network.

• Improve access to the outdoor recreation 
network by removing barriers and enhancing 
information and communication systems.



Format of the SCORP and 
General Outline

• Highly Graphic and Engaging

• Relatively Short Narrative Port

• Part 1: Background, Purpose and People’s 
Involvement

• Part 2: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

• Part 3: Plan for Action

• Other Information in Appendices



MAY WE ANSWER 
YOUR QUESTIONS?


