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In September 2017, Governor 

Gina M. Raimondo signed an 

Executive Order appointing a 

Chief Resilience Officer to drive 

climate resilience efforts across 

the state with the mission to 

develop a statewide action 

strategy by July 2018. 

Changing Landscape

West Warwick Wastewater Treatment Facility
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Westerly inundated with 

flood waters in 2010



• Catalyze the planning and 

vulnerability studies already 

developed and move towards 

implementation 

• Identify and prioritize resiliency 

actions the State can control 

to demonstrate progress and 

implementation 

• Prioritize actions that promote 

cross-agency collaboration 

and support municipalities in 

resilience planning and 

project implementation 

Resilient Rhody

Strategy Goals



Resilient Rhody framework



Resilient Rhody Implementation 



Resilient Rhody Implementation Priorities

• Assigned leadership across EC4 
agencies 

• Ownership of all 61 actions and 
aligning achievable1,3,5 year 
goals

• Establish and accelerate 
funding and financing for 
resilience

• Resilient Rhody has been a 
catalyst for $13mm in new 
climate resilience funding 

• $7mm for MRP proposed in 
2021 budget

• Evaluate sustainable revenue 
streams for climate resilience



Resilient Rhody Municipal Resilience Program 

• Developed in partnership 
between Rhode Island 
Infrastructure Bank and The 
Nature Conservancy 

• The MRP is open to all 39 
municipalities in Rhode Island 

• The MRP provides technical 
assistance to selected 
municipalities to complete the 
“Community Resilience Building” 
process

• Municipalities will identify priority 
climate resilience projects and 
action grant funding is available



Resilient Rhody Municipal Resilience Program 

• 5 municipalities participated in 2019 

• 48 Projects totaling ~$14mm

• 9 municipalities selected in 2020

• 2019 Action Grants - $1mm

• Barrington – Coastal restoration for flood mitigation at Walker Farm

• Barrington – Green infrastructure for water quality benefits at Bowden and Opechee Streets 

• Portsmouth – Rehabilitation and stabilization of the Melville Dam 

• Portsmouth – Three flood mitigation projects to expand the capacity of existing infrastructure for 
increasing precipitation volumes

• Warren – Three green infrastructure projects to reduce runoff and improve water quality at public 
access points to the Warren and Kickemuit Rivers 

• Westerly – Flood protection wall at the Old Canal St. Pump Station 

• Westerly – Two green infrastructure projects to reduce flooding and improve water quality of the 
Pawcatuck River



Rhode Island Climate Action snapshot
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Resilient Rhody Municipal Resilience Program 

• Gary Crosby, Town Planner, Town of Portsmouth

• Kaela Gray, Planning Director, Town of South Kingstown

• Kim Jacobs, Barrington Resiliency Planner

• Bob Rulli, Director of Planning and Community Development, Town of Warren

• Lisa Pellegrini, Director, Department of Development Services, Town of 
Westerly


